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The life wnd work of Lhe amerieay Unkvesolly of Geire ls

necessarily affected vo preatly by the state of mind of the Ration as a whole

during eny pives vesry that this Report for 1937-38 must begin with some

iLie and tic .eneral political situstion

raforonoe

during the past year. I3 will W informing o know upon what troubled seas

the Aperican Universiiy wost gail.

e year begal with the "afd (Hational) Party, led by Nahas Pasha,
apparenily asgured of & long tenure of office. The

Bonasrying througk o Treaty with Grest Britain,

sgreesk ot 8 which absiished the Capitulatione, and

finally tue cdmizolon of wpyot to Gie heegue of netions, eeened to give him e

prestige tnot wae unsssailibls the ueath of King Fuad and the youth emd
Lmmatirity o rince o rein to ine influsnce of a Prime Minister 5
in proporil y oreduced Low counterbalancing influence of the Falace.

Then, slmosi suddenly, for it cams so rapidly, & far reaching revolutiom took

plece in fhe political sitamiivi, oo tuat wfore the yeor ended Hahas Fushe
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o rd

ey

and the "afd ars

_practicolly everytidng in tie
the situation by oxplnined: -6 can pdot gt varicus eauses, but withoud wishing

to e quuisd publilely. Fur pre tuing, the Tuid Purty may be seid to have

gver sdaieted to populer adulation,




laid himself open to a eharge of trying to putshine the King and of emulating

a Hussolini policy where the Prine Minister would rule the country and the

King would become a figwe heag. In sdditiom to tuie sin of vaimglory wus
added, by oitter mocubers of the rarty, ibe vin of widespresd nepotism, Govern-
pent staffe geemrd to be identicel with the family trees of the chied pificiale.
Forme of praft were hinted gt. Ferhape most serious was the stoppage ci the

wheels of Government adminigtratior because pub=cfficinls refused to take the

responsibility for important decic s the cnied giflcials were Guey
gpeechifying all over the country o prove how right aml rightecus ¥as the Wafd
Party. Still snotber cau:e for the revolution esp be found in a sotlal ard

economic hostility to the Wafd rerty on the pari of the old Turkish aristocracy

I

and landowning clezsee. These locked ox (& afd leaders as nevwconers i
pational leadership, plebeimm in oripin, advocnter of anti-capitalistic
memsures and in gereral gode of the hoi pollei rather than rep: esentatives of

the aristooracy. With consideruble skill the Oppesition wsnoguwred 1te

forces. In addition, certain intungible fnctors exerted n greal influence.

The youti of the new King grouged the gat! L yuanpsr pEneralicn

for one of their own sge,ent iie gauli sf tpe older peneration

for one so inexperienced coming into such heavy responaivilities. This
weighed aguinst tle Wafd and iis geewing speroschuente upon ke prevogatives

of the Tarone, This enthusiasm for Zing varouk increased saterially fe his
_ﬁpgag&vaF'ﬁﬁ@fﬁeﬁding”wﬁre”&Bnguncgd' vationsl festivities made people

forget politicel issuss. In vain ¢id ibe vafd srgue technically as to rights



g “ing should heve his way, otherwise why have @ King; and anyhow the King
iz young, let no men cross him.™ These feelinge and attitudes were made
e moet of by the Oppositlon until thne issue eeemed drawn between Palace and
Farlemeotsrien, Then, frus to the oriental temper which inclines toward
fmperinlism and in sharp contrast with Anglo-Saxon history which moved
stesuily toward demscratic constitutionalism, when the issue was thus drawn,
it wes Paloce that won and Parlementarian that lost in Egypt in 1937-38,
©otnere has been no sbewdonment of the forme of conmetitutional
governmest.  The King called for tie resignation of Nahas Pasha; really
dismissed him rather hershly. 4 temporary Cabinet was formed, acceptable to
She Felmee,  Eleetione wers held, Ciﬁrg.es of political pressure and
voidetion bave been numerous and widespread., The Palace group came into
power ond tiere we stand fo-day. The present Government cannot be called
populayr or really representative, but there is widesiresd content im the final
selilemsnt of & dieturbing politicel situation, in the resumpiion of
Severpment business and in officials who talk businees and not pelitics.
voonory of the upheavel would net be complete without referring to &
wovenent which for o while acsumed thremiening proportions., In ite efforts
to win, il Palece perty mobilized Meslem sentiment mgainst the Wafd because
g ot promimence in it of & Christien, Makrem Obeid, the Hinister of Finance,

whe vas indeed described as the braine of the Party and who was sccused of

untue favoritism to Christisns,  The Azhar (Moslem University) and ite rector . .

sere used to arcuse throughout Bgypt anti-Christien sentiment end direct

i imio political chanmels. — There were timee when this development really

o

iecked tlrestening, but since tte victory of the Palace party, this movement

3.




and its influence hawe subsided, It purely political character con be
inferred from tie fact that efier all, 4k Falace Eroup, even though ariste-
cratic and cagitalistic and plutceratic, is made up really of wucrn-minded,
well educated and Europeanized wen, They and the young lisg have no real

zeal for tie restoration of medisval and trediticncl {slenic idesle and

practises.
In the midet of all these political developments, toe University
has meved nlong for the most part wndteturced, alths. & ofien sorvlexed by

feers and anxieties and often embarressed irm its offieinl relationshipe. The
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new Governsent, with Lohsmed Yelmud Peshs oz Prine dinlster, is not as
eympathetic with Christisn end mizsionary institutions as the Tafd party was,
although it is not to be deseribed ae appreccively appegsed. 1% mercly sohes
reletionships less free and lese cooporntive, Un thae otner hand, thig
Government has lifted educmtion out of politice and suppressed thoss disturbing
student demonstrations which tue vafd Party tuo frequently encouraged,

‘e are now begianing to realize tie extent to wiich our paet
history has availed f¢ estoblish the Univerecady in publie reppect asnd Javor.
Dr. Cleland, for example, says, "hs far o5 otiifudes fovard <o fmiver sity
are concerned, we nave ¢muse only for rejoicing. There has been no ovidence
of hostility, but rather the opposite. Ve bhave bud wmore atieniion by the
Arabic press than in any previcus year, in fact 50 per cent botiey thap the
preceding year which had been the best up to that time, Lecturers have not
béen so hard to secure, and we have hed more applicetions than ever by persons
who had lectures to give. The vontinued approval of Lgypilisn lepders is seen

in the renewsl of gifts by Dr. Ahmed “sher and Madame Charsoui, as well as in



g onavw gift froem Aly el Shamsy Pasha.
Dr, amir Bektor of the Departwent of Education adds other inetances

of o sowiilon of influence growing out of the pest. e reports the follow-

"Early in the year tue Controllere of tis schools of iMorocco
smi o Cairo to put & young prince into & Covernment School. During his
visit to the sinistry of iMdueation, le kept asking ite officisls whether

wap opny educeilonel review dn Sgypt.  Finally Mohammed Fahim Bey,
Seruty Contreller of Secendory Zducation, invited me to dinner in order that
Tomicht coet the guest from Vorsccoe. A week later the guest vieited owr
iniversity, carried with him its catnlogues, and bought for three of the
zenools of Yoreces, three sste of the volumes of the last ten years of our
Jowwnel, a set for each school. He also peid three subscriptions for the
cowming year,”

"Talking of coutagcte I was amazed to be asked {o aitend an educaticn
meeting of a very religiows nature, in the Royal Teachers Association. The
wrotlog was salled vy & politlesl leader from Morocco. Its ldee was to link &t
Gohpremdan cuuntries from PFersia to Gibraltar through cuitural, religious and
linguietic bonds. The audience was composed of higeer officials from the Minist
of Huwmetion led by the Undersecretery, ftogeithter with the imporiant ulemas of
Al szhar. ALl the speeches including that of the Undersecretary siressed nothin
but tle legacy of Islam and #ohemeedan culture. Out of soue humdred persoms at
the tea I was the only Christien. S%1il1 I felt honored by the fmet {thai even
in suchn pathering they wanied educatioml idess from & Christian who represent

g Ol istian inatitution,”
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The only other general coouent I would meke ebout the Unlversity
as o whole during 1937-38 relates to the enxieties and burdens incident to
the withdrewal of membere from tie siuff and the uneveiduvie delay inm Bearching
for their successors, I refer o srof. Arthur Jefiery who was called to
Columbin University and to Dean Russell Gelt who resigned at thne end of his

furlough year.

The work of the severnl divisione of the University may nuw be

taken up in detail,

I. COLLECE OF ARTS &

In the separate Feport oo tie College written by wvyself ae Chair-
men of the Gollege Faculty, I undestoosk vo smbe & nusbsr of couprehensive
cbeervations about thie secticn of ithe Usiv.reity based upon ny iniimate
contect with the College during the past year. There is no need to recapitu-
late these im this Report save to urgpe that they be studied cerefully by the
incoming Dear and perhaps by the whole College Faculiy vith o visw fo
removing if possible ihe limiiations which have ninaered ohe grovth of the
Cellege. Our most serious provlems ceoter in the Sgyptian Government course
wiere the quality of etudent has beem disturbingly low, where the cramsing
meihode requisite for passing Government exmminstions are extremely disimsteful

to ouwr Viegternm teachers and where the operation of the course for the wost

~_part in Arsbic has coopelled us to make chief use of Zgyptisn teschers
unacquainted with much of owr scucationsel and Chrisiiam idealism. L1 will be
“repemtered {hat et lezet {twice in our higtory sericus proposels wre made o

abolish ithe course and offer eduvmiion only slesg lines of Gestern ideals,



